
RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION/SPILLS

CALL CAMPUS EH&S AT 824.6200 FOR ASSISTANCE DURING NORMAL WORK HOURS
• State that assistance is needed from EH&S Radiation Safety related to a radiation emergency.
• State your name, phone extension, location of the radiation emergency, and the nature of the emergency

(personnel contamination, area contamination, etc.).

OUTSIDE OF NORMAL WORK HOURS (NIGHTS, HOLIDAYS, WEEKENDS), CALL 9-1-1 TO REACH THE UCI
POLICE

• The UCI Police will notify EH&S Radiation Safety personnel.

PERSONNEL DECONTAMINATION
• If a person has been contaminated with radioactive material:

1. Immediately remove all contaminated items of clothing.  Place contaminated items in a bag.
2. Wash contaminated skin with cold water and a mild soap.

CONTAINING THE SPILL/ROOM EVACUATION
• Notify persons in the immediate area that a spill has occurred.
• Confine/isolate the spill with absorbent paper or another suitable material.
• If deemed appropriate, or if directed by EH&S, evacuate all persons from the immediate area of the spill

to a nearby location where they can be surveyed for contamination.
• Close all doors to the contaminated room and post signs indicating the hazardous condition.
• Limit the movement of contaminated persons to reduce the spread of contamination.

DECONTAMINATION OF PERSONNEL AND AREAS MUST BE PERFORMED BY PERSONS WHO
ARE PROPERLY TRAINED AND WHO ARE WEARING APPROPRIATE PROTECTIVE CLOTHING.
This includes disposable gloves, a lab coat, long pants, and fully-enclosed shoes (e.g., no shorts or
sandals). Persons performing decontamination need to have radiation monitoring equipment
appropriate for the radiation emitted by the radionuclide involved in the spill.
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